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S E R M O N, 9 - 


I CORINTHIANS, XI, 1. 


BE YE FOLLOWERS or ME, EVEN AS 1 ALSO AM or 

CHRIST, | W 
F we compare the iſpenſation of Moſes with that of 
Chriſt, we ſhall immediately perceive a difference of ſtile 


and manner, in the laws both of morality, and of eccle. - 


ſiaſtical government. In the one, the duties towards God 


neſs: the ſeveral vices and crimes are not only prohibited, 
but defined: and the merit and demerit of particular ac- 
tions, in many, caſes, afcertained by a great variety of 
rewards and puniſhments. In the other, every thing 
relating to morality, is ſimple, comprehenfive, and general: 
the formality even of a precept is ſtudiouſly / avoided; 


© Bleſſed are the merciful, Sleſed are the pure in heart.“ 
| B - 


and our neighbour, are deſcribed with the utmoſt minute- | | 


404 - 
0 if a precept is admitted, it is either thrown into a me- | 
taphor, the oppoſite to the Janguage of ſtrift law, as © Let 
your hgbt ſo ſhine before men,” or expreſſed in fuch a man- 
ner that we are led by the moſt obvious reaſons to recur to 
the ſpirit of it, and reje& the letter; If thy right hand. 
offend thee, cut it of, and caſt it from thee,” The ftrift 
obſervation of the precept is ſometimes even impoſſible ;. 
a model is held out for our virtue to imitate, which no hu- 
man abilities can ever reach, or even our imagination fully. 
conceive, *©* Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven, is perfect. Every poſſible method. 
ſeems to have been adopted by our Saviour, to draw off 
our attention from technical rules, to larger views, and. 
more rational conſideration. The Moſaic law was intend- 


ed for the infancy, 6 for the manhood of the: 
$ ; world. 


The 8 difference 3 is more obſervable ſtill in Wen to 
ecclehaftical government. In the Old Teſtament, the High 
Prieſt, Priefts and Levites ; their birth, and rank; their 

privileges, their duties, and their diſcipline, are fixed with 

the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs. No diſcretion is allowed 
even in the veſtments of the prieſts, or in the utenſils of 
the Tabernacle. In the New, our Lord ſimply called his 
diſeiples, and they left all and followed him. The only 
poſitive ceremonies he inſtituted or retained, were Baptiſm 
and the Lord's Supper: nor are there any precepts, except 
1 ps: "ry in. 


2 


ur relation to theſe two inſtitutions, either of Chriſt Bis : 


{elf or his apoſtles, which are expreſsly enjoined us for Erz 
r . * the viliple Church, bee 291 


How thimi it may be aſked, are Chnigiane to * 4 f 
ideas of eccleſtaſtieal eſtabliſnments? The anſwer may be 
drawn from the foregoing obſervations; and from the word 
of St. Paul in the text, Be ye followers of me," even-as I alfo 
am , Chrift : that is, where poſitive precepts fail us, we are 
left to regulate the Chriſtian viſible church in the ſame: 
manner as our private chriſtian lives.; partly by imitatinge 

the conduct of Chriſt and his apoſtles, and partly, by ap- 
plying our own reaſon ; the exerciſe of which, as we have 
already ſeen, the whole dener * che . ae of 


OI | b. 0 


We . an ade e the 1 01 both n 
rules, ſupported by the higheſt authority, in the earlieſt 
times of Chriſtianity. Our Lord had left no orders be- 
hind him, ſo far as we learn, to continue the ſucceſſion; of 
the twelve apoſtles. - On the death however of Judas lica- 

riot, the remaining eleven thought themſelyes bound. to 
lll up their number, and their conduct in the election of 
Matthias was juſtified ſoon after by the ſanction of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Example in this inſtance co-operated' with 
reaſon. By following: his ſteps,. the- apeities- beſt "IA 
© eir 


pes « Afai.23, A4 fl. 1. 
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[4] 
their affection for their Maſter's memory, and the original 
reaſon of the number, the reference to the twelve tribes of 
Ifrael *, was ſtill ſubſiſting. But the inſtance does not 


end here; it ſhews ſtill farther, that even the example is 
not binding, where the reaſons of it have ceaſed. For be- 


fore the death of any other apoſtle , the Goſpel was opened 


to all nations *; the reaſon of any reference to the twelve 


tribes of Iſrael ceaſed—and with it, ceaſed the OY of 
_ up the number of the twelve one . 


Let us conſider then; wha we are to learn, i in gas to 
the government of the Viſible church. from the condut 


of — _ ns apoſtles. 


Our Saviour himſelf 8 8 apoſtles, and 
ſeventy diſciples. From hence we derive authority, for an 


"eflabliſhed miniſiry, and for ſubordination in that miniſ- 
try.—The apoſtles /z/# all, and followed him: our Lord 
Praiſed their conduct, and promiſed to compentate i it an 
hundred fold. Hence, an order of men ſet apart from 
worldly bufineſi, and devoted to the ſervice f | religion, 
may be 8 by one of the * of our Saviour's acts. 


„Mat. xix. 28, 4 Aa. =. £ Aa, x. . | 
f St. Paul indeed calls himfelf an Apoſtle, and there was a vacancy by the 


g H 


death of James. Bat it was not till ſome time after the death of St. James (Vid. 
Ad xiii, 1.) that St. Paul aſſumed the title: and he derived it from higher au- 


thority than from any act of the eleven. He calls himſelf . An apoſtle, not of 
men, nor by man, but by Jeſus "Chriſt, and God the Father.“ Gal. i. 1. 


1 580% 
It is in vain to argue, that the apoſttes and diſeiphes were 
endued with miraculous powers, and can therefore have uo 
ſucceſſors now in their miniſtry. In their miraculous powers 
we cannot follow them: but we may, and are taught to fol- 
low their faith, their diligence, their patience, and their 
other virtues, And the original reaſons of ſuch an eſtabliſh- 
ment remain Rill, am will remain, whilſt ignorance re. 
mains to be inſtructed, or vice to be reformed. The par- 
ticular mode indeed in which the ſeventy were ſubordinate | 
to the twelve, no where appears; nor could it be expected, 
when they were all under the immediate authority of 
Chriſt himſelf, But their general ſubordination may be ; 
deduced, not only from the more frequent and more pri- 
vate inſtructions communicated to the apoſtles, but from 
the firſt inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, at which the 
N alone, _ none of the * were preſent. 


A aiſtintion is oblervatile even amongſt che apoſtles s 
themſelves. Our Lord, on many occaſions, ſelected Peter, 
and James, and John, to be entruſted with ſublimer in- 
formation :, to be witneſſes of grander miracles , and com- 
panions of more diſtreſsful ſcenes : and there is no ſlight 
ground to believe, that the ſuperiority (its extent I do nat 

examine) which they i from the confidence repoſed 
f C * 


; in 


— 


e Mark ix. 2. » — of Jifus 


daughter, Mark v. 37, i * nn Matt. xxvi, 37. Mark. 
| XIV. 33» % 
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in them, was afterwards e. 18 che reſt; of _ 
lis: "IE 
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"An objection TIER he raifed however to any . 


** amongſt the apoſtles, from the anſwer of our Saviour 


to the mother of Zebedee's children, who deſired that her 
ſons might ſit, the one on his right hand, and the other 
on the left in his Father's kingdom. The princes of the 
Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, and they that are 
great exerciſe authority upon them, but it Hall not be, ſo: 
'amongſt you. The anſwer to this objection may be drawn 
both from the occaſion of our Saviour's remark, and from 
the words that follow. The occaſion called for a rebuke 
to ambition. The remark therefore is directed not againſt 


5 pre- eminence, but againſt the ardor of aſpiring to it. The 


words that follow, not only confirm this, but teach us 
ſtill farther, that if the argument extends to an eguality 


amongſt. the apoſiles, it extends alſo to an equality of, the- 
», diſciples with their Lord. It ſhall not be fo amongſt 
you, but whoſoever will be great amongſt you, let him 


be your miniſter, and whoſoever will be chief amongſt: 


you, let him be your ſervant : even as the Son of Man came 


not to be miniſtered: unto, but to miniſter, and to give his, 
life a ranſom for many.“ The words themſelves even 


pads out ſubordination, and imply that amongſt the 


apoſtles, 
k This James died early, Adds xil. 2. but concerning Peter and John, to whom 


is added the other ea * Gal. ii. 9. 1 Matt. xx. 23. m Mats, xx. 20. 


— 


* 


4 


apdfles, there ſhould) be'grearef;and there mould be'chief. 
They were diſcouraged indeed from aiming at pre- 
W bue men were nn how to oe .. J 


" 7 


- Such then is Ab abe which we hiked nein Chirift 
himſelf, firſt, for an eſtabliſhed miniſtry ; next for a mi- 
niſtry ſet apart from worldly buſineſs; and laſtly, for a 
ſubordination in its ſeveral ranks. If we conſider the ge- 
neral ſimplicity, the extent and comprehenſion of Chriſt's 
doctrines; that they were intended to regulate the infancy 
as well as all progreſſive ages of the Church were deſe. 
tined to coaleſee with all forms of government, to unite 
all nations in one holy band, we ſhall no longer wonder; 
that the prineiples of church government . W laid 5 
down by our Saviour with greater Nee Rane Ol 
ni „Hans % 53 fvut no tpalfigyk 97" 081 oy Fad 5 
After fuck an example it would be tidedtels to trace mi. 
nutely the ſame conduct in the Apoſtles: / What our Lord 
had begun, they carried into effect, and illuſtrated by their 
practice. It wall de more do our purpoſe to enquite, whe | 
ther they introduced any no regulations, which it may. 
wien, 'of alter ages to- follow.” | by e OTOL | | 


& 6.4 F Ti ' 
4 | f. - 4 11 N - 3s * 1 4 


An inden of: this Kind! e occurs oth! MINE? tho aloe; | 
tion of Matthias. On that occaſion, the diſciples a .. 
Bed and prayed, and AF is all the ee of great 
N e 


n Acts i. 16—26. 


% 


| (3 

ſolemnity. The ſame practice was continued in the elec- 
tion of the ſeven Deacons, with the addition of the laying 
on of hands *. st. Paul, Timothy, and Titus, ſeem to 
have copied the example in all their ordinations *.—Our - + 
Lord himfelf ufed no ceremonies in the appointment of 
his diſciples. The ſimplicity with which he called them 
was ſuited to the dignity of his character, and had ſame- 
thing in it of the ſublimity of a divine command. He ſaid 
. to Matthew, © Follow me,” and * he aroſe and followed 
him.“ But when the choice of the miniſtry devolved to 
the apoſtles, who, though inſpired, were inferior to their 
Lord, the reaſon of the former ſimplicity ceaſed, and the 
reaſon of ceremonies began immediately to operate. Inſtead 
of ſerving the purpoſes, as is ſometimes ſaid, of vanity and 
pride, ceremonies were in reality, marks of inferiority. 
They were uſeful to the apoſtles on ſuch an occaſion, in 
teſtifying the caution and deliberateneſs of their choice, in 
notifying it to the church, in impreſſing on themſelves 
and others the awfulneſs of the miniſterial charge, and 
aboye all, in giving them an occaſion of imploring, with 
greater ſolemnity, the bleſſing of God on ſo ſerious and 
holy an inſtitution. If theſe reaſons might have weighed 
on the minds of the apoſtles, their force muſt be ſtill 


greater, ſince inſpiration has been withdrawn. 


W 
„Ad. M. 6. „1 Tim. 1). 14. and v. 22. Titus l. 3. 


CEA, 


N 9 1 
0 \ the apoſtles dhonght them lives juſtified Ar, vis 


from the exewple of, Cuſt, hers cheirnlon;of cb N 
it had ceaſed; we ſhall not wonder, if, on the ſame 46 


count, in the appointment of the ſeyeral orders of be 


miniſtry, they varied from one another. In the infancy of 
the Church; the orders were fewer 3 and all received theic 
| commiſſion from the whole. body. of the, apoſtles 3+ As the 


number of believers and the duties of the miniſtry in- 


ereaſed, new ranks were added, adapted to the exigencies 


of the Chureh : and Timothy and Titus not only deriv- 
ed their authority from a fingle apoſtle *; but were them- 


1 vil not. enquire. an See miiphaniian 
uke former ſpecies. of ordination have eeaſed,-or not. 1 


2 ee to Seb een a 


ſhall, only obſerve, that if any church defends ztſeli either 


by the fmallneſs of in community, or by dhe nin 
form of its civil government, in adhering to the enam flʒe 


of the earlier apoſtles, our Church is juſtiſed both by i its 


greater extent, and its monarchical principles, in follow= 
ing that of St. Paul. Nor have the reafoar of the ſdweral 


orders, inſtituted by St. Paul, and retained by our Chureh, 


loft any thing, of their original forte. As long as the 
people ſhall continue to Want inſtructiom, the r ft 


the appointment of Prigfs, anſwering to'St..Puut's Elders, 


will ſtill ſubſiſt: as long as any preparation or trial ſhall 
4 Ads xi. 6. uy r Adds xiii, ds 


Tim. v. 22. Tit. i. 5, 


hs | 


— 


7 


e | 
be neceſſary for ſo holy and arduous" an office as that * 
1 . Elder, there will be reaſon for the order of Deacons : and 
Te * long · as both theſe ranks ſhall require any previous exa- 
1 mination into their learning, their morals, or their faith; 
vor ſhall want any encouragement to the diſcharge of their | 
* duty, or cenſures for their neglect of it, ſo long will the 
A reaſons remain for an TIE correſponding t to that of Tis ; 
2 MAE and Titus.” I EY 


The e indeed are | Glent concerning the "IE 

appointment of the higher orders. They no where i inti- 

3 mate who were to ſueceed the apoſtles, or who were to ap- 

WO point ſucceſſors. to Timothy or Titus. But this ſilence: 

extends no fatther than to- the manner of appointment, and 

: A to the. exiſtence or neceſſity of ſuch- orders: and all 

that can be "inferred from it is, a conclufion highly im- 

portant to our on Church, that we have permiſſion and 
8 | authority for that mode F appointment, which in the _ | 
NN nion of 3 has been . viſeſt and Re. 


be difference 3 the binder aue 3 in Sk Stig; 

tive times, and thoſe; im our own, conſiſts ſolely in the 
ſupport, which the former derived from inſpiration. Our 
Church pretends not to be infallible, nor to give the 

ſame ſecurity, as the apoſtles did, for fidelity or wiſdom. 
This can only be compenſated in part, by the caution and 
<ſcernment of thoſe who appoint, and by the induſtry of 

thoſe who are TT in being Followers of the apoſtle, 


Even. 


even as he alſo was of Chriſt.” Thee text is applicable to 


our private lives, as. well as to the forms of eccleliaſticat 
government. The purity of St. Paul's principles, his 
diligence, his courage, and his zeal, his moderation and 


patience, his faith and hope, are qualities which may be; 


and ſometimes have been, imitated in later times. Theſe. 


indeed are duties in which the whole body of the people; | 
as well as the elergy, are bound to follow him. But the 


force of his reaſoning, the depth of his penetration, and 
above all, his knowledge of the Divine will, can be but 


faintly copied by any human abilities. Vet theſe are the 


parts of St. Paul's character, which it is the more imme · 


dlate province of the governors of the Church to imitate; 


a province which requires all the efforts of e "hal. 
and all the ands of human ans 7 | 


It would in become me, to point out tlie date of the 
kigher orders, though to do this, would be-but. to-alledge 
other reaſons ſtill for the exiſtence and utility of the orders 
themſelves. It is ſufficient for the defence of our Church, 
on the preſent occaſion, to have proved, that in the diſ- 
tinction of its ranks, and in the ſolemnity of this day, 
its conduct is juſtified by the authority of St. Paul. 


In conclufion ; to copy the» example of Chriſt and his py 


Apoſtles, is to copy the ſpirit of their inſtitutions, as Welli 


as the forms. This method we are inſtructed to adopt in 
explaining the written precepts of Chriſt's morality ; and 


> 


7 


112 

the reaſon is ſtronger for its application to church govern- 
ment, in which we have little elſe but example for our 
guide. Reaſon and Conſcience, to which the goſpel every 
where appeals, are leſs liable to diſpute than technical 
rules, or forms of government. Hence the morality of 
the goſpel is ſimple and uniform throughout all the 
Chriſtian world. The ſame uniformity is not to be ex- 
pected in church eflabliſhments, becauſe the reaſons may 
vary on Which they are founded. But were all churches 
regulated on the two principles of found reaſon, and apo» 
Lolical example, the differences between them, being ac- 
' - Counted for, and juſtified, would no longer be objects, to 
_ excite animoſity. The violence of ſects, and the prejudice . 

of party would yield to the genuine temper and ſpirit of = 
Chriſtianity : and our minds would bear the ſame cha- | 

racers; as the goſpel, which we profeſs, thoſe of ſimpli- 


| | city, candour, and moderation; and at the ſame time, of 
M7 . conſiſtency, firmneſs, and dignity. 
\\ e e 4 
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